Master's students while an Adjunct Professor at the University of South Florida. All but one of these 23 students completed dissertations or theses on mammals. He also served as a member of committees for a large number of graduate students at various universities, and influenced many undergraduates as well. These students remember him with great respect and affection. Richard W. (Dick) Dapson was in the midst of his Ph.D. research at Cornell, with Bob Eadie as his major professor, when Jim came to Cornell. Dick recalls that Jim made time for extended discussions about his research, but never sought to influence its direction. Dick also remembers Jim taking students to the ASM meetings in Winnipeg and introducing them to various prominent mammalogists, which proved invaluable when Dick was later invited to work at the Savannah River Ecology Laboratory. Another student (J. Hill Hamon, University of Florida) has commented that Jim was "gung ho in every part of his life I witnessed -totally organized in lectures and labs -teaching biology, maintaining a heavy research program, plus supervising graduate students on the master's and doctoral level. He published many papers, and usually came back at night and typed on manuscripts in his office until 11 or 12….I was fortunate to have him on my graduate committee and felt that he gave me good advice. I was inspired chiefly by his example. All his graduate students loved and respected him….Layne demanded the best in me at all times." Llewellyn (Lew) Ehrhart, Jim's last Ph.D. student, eventually moved away from research on mammals, but went on to become one of the world's foremost researchers on sea turtles. An article that he wrote for the Florida Naturalist in 1976 focused on Jim's contributions to Florida conservation, but also addressed his influence as a teacher in noting that he was "able to encourage and inspire students without threatening or pressuring." He also quotes from a letter sent by another former student, who wrote "I would say that those of us who have been privileged to work under Dr. Layne's influence and tutelage regard it as the most fortunate circumstance of our professional lives. All of us continue to look to him for inspiration and stimulation." Former graduate student David R. Smith, upon learning of Jim's passing commented that he realized in hindsight "just how important he was in my early adult life, both on a personal level and particularly on a professional level. His mentorship and my time at Archbold were THE most important foundations of my professional career." As a former student of Jim's, I can personally attest to the accuracy of these comments. I was blessed to be advised as an undergraduate first by Bill Hamilton and then by Jim Layne, who subsequently chaired my master's committee. This exposure brought both a strong grounding in field natural history and exposure to evolving research paradigms. During the considerable gap between completing my master's and returning to graduate school for my Ph.D., Jim was a strong and continuing supporter of my desire to remain involved in science. He repeatedly reminded me that he wanted to be the first to write a letter of recommendation when I applied to graduate school-and he was. When I gave a presentation at ASM in 1980 (my first since 1967), I glanced down to see Jim, Bill Hamilton, and Bob Eadie all lined up in the front row. I know their intent was to be supportive, but I suddenly felt like I was 18 again and being graded by my teachers! Jim's research and publications reflect his lifelong interest in ornithology and a never-diminished boyish curiosity about all vertebrates-and plants as well. Although trained in mammalogy and with mammals as the dominant theme of his many publications, his research included studies on fishes, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and plant ecology. His research on the crested caracara (Caracara cheriway), American kestrel (Falco sparverius), and other Florida birds of prey speak to his lifelong interest in raptors. His publication list encompasses an eclectic mix of taxa and subject matter, ranging across natural history, ecology, behavior, parasitology, anatomy, physiology, systematics, and growth and development. Jim initiated longterm studies on the fauna of Archbold before such studies were widely adopted in ecology. Soon after arriving at Archbold, he developed research plans to define and describe habitats of the Station and to document the distribution, seasonal occurrences, populations, ecology, and life histories of the terrestrial vertebrate faunas. Long-term monitoring of gopher tortoises (Gopherus polyphemus) was begun in 1967 and is still ongoing, the longest such dataset in existence. He also facilitated long-term studies of the Florida scrub-jay (Aphelocoma coerulescens), begun in 1969 by Glen E. Woolfenden, University of South Florida, that have resulted in a comprehensive understanding of the ecology and behavior of this threatened Florida endemic. Jim was a tireless field worker, a meticulous researcher and a faithful practitioner of the art of keeping field notes. He is remembered for always making time to interact with students and visiting researchers (Fig. 2) . Long-time collaborator Warren Abrahamson of Bucknell University comments "I was deeply impressed by Jim's breadth of knowledge. Not only was he a top mammalogist, he worked on reptiles and birds, as well as on plants. His knowledge of scrub plants and vegetation ecology exceeded that of most plant ecologists and botanists. There was never a trip to the field with Jim that I didn't learn something fundamental to scrub ecology." (1976) and was elected to Honorary Membership in the Society in 1993. Jim's service to conservation in the state of Florida is too extensive to detail here, but includes membership on numerous boards, special study groups, steering committees, advisory councils, and recovery teams. He was honored on numerous occasions, including being named as the 1995 Medalist of the Florida Academy of Sciences. Of interest if one is passing through Lake Placid is that Jim is featured on one of the town's numerous murals that recognizes individuals who have made important contributions to the area.
Jim's administrative skills were put to good use during his time at Archbold Biological Station. When he came to Lake Placid in 1967, it was to work closely with Richard Archbold as his director of research at the field station that was then a unit of the American Museum of Natural History. He is quoted as saying that he was attracted there by "the lure of excellent facilities, unlimited time for research, and living in a part of the country that appeals to me very much…..This and the fact that the Archbold position offered an entirely new opportunity and lots of challenge finally convinced me to make the change." There is no question that Jim's diplomatic abilities were further developed during those early years when Mr. Archbold was the dominant and central figure. Those of us who visited during those years still have very clear memories of Mr. Archbold holding court prior to the scheduled dinner hour, with Jim ostensibly being required to attend at least some of the time. Dinners were also interesting, given Mr. Archbold's colorful, often exaggerated tales from his New Guinea and Madagascar expeditions, and inordinate fondness for Brussels sprouts, which seemed to appear at every meal. Upon the death of Richard Archbold in 1976, Jim was named the first executive director of the newly independent Archbold Biological Station. He also shepherded the organization through several mission expansions, most notably when the Station gained independence from the American Museum of Natural History in 1981. Jim is said to have "literally converted Archbold Biological Station into a modern field research facility. He vastly improved the physical plant by converting the workshop bays of the main building into modern research laboratories, upgrading the various service rooms, and adding a machine shop building. He purchased many pieces of field equipment needed for research, including a fleet of field vehicles, and helped acquire additional land, most notably the area that includes the pristine Lake Annie. Jim Layne understood the timeless importance of gathering and archiving long-term data, and he established many monitoring programs that continue to provide critical data for all investigators." (Woolfenden et al. 2010:pp. 145. History of Ornithology at Archbold Biological Station) (Fig. 3) . Among his long-lasting contributions was the establishment of a summer intern program for college students that began in the early 1970s and continues to this day.
Jim's personal life was centered primarily on his family and his horses. Jim and Lois had first visited Archbold in 1952 and it seemed fated that they would eventually return to Florida. Having grown up in Chicago, it is not hard to imagine that going back to New York State winters after 8 years at the University of Florida might have required an unwelcome adjustment. Dick Dapson comments that while in Ithaca, Jim "drove a Volkswagen Beetle, which in the 1960s were renowned for their utterly ineffective heaters. Having ridden in the back seat on occasion, I can attest it was brutal, even for me, a strictly northern guy." Despite his tolerance for Ithaca winters, Jim seems to have been pre-selected for working in the subtropics. Warren Abrahamson observed that during field excursions in the Florida heat, "regardless of the temperature or humidity, Jim never seemed to break a sweat even though I was soaked. Even more frustrating was that a day or two later when I was scratching chigger bites, Jim never had any bites. He just didn't seem to react to or perhaps attract chiggers." Jim attended numerous meetings of the American Society of Mammalogists, typically driving solo to and from the meetings and camping along the way. Some of us were convinced that he cherished this time as a break from the administrative demands of Archbold. Few people knew that he was a collector of kachina dolls from the Hopi culture. Not renowned for his sartorial splendor, Jim's typical uniform was khaki pants and shirt (with perhaps an upgrade to a plaid sport shirt for meetings) and desert boots. Fred Lohrer, the librarian at Archbold, has noted that sometime after he joined the Archbold staff in 1972, Jim grew a mustache and sideburns, changed his uniform from all khaki to blue shirts, sported different footwear, and bought a motorcycle. Jim's longtime assistant, Chet Winegarner, was of the opinion that Jim's older daughters, then in high school, had set out to modernize their father. A photo of Jim with a crested caracara from the mid-1970s (Fig. 4) does indeed show the added facial hair! With 4 of his 5 daughters and their families living in the Lake Placid area, Jim would have had no shortage of doting family members to keep him in line in his later years.
All in all, Jim will be remembered as an extremely hard worker, a visionary in taking an important field station to the forefront of modern research, a kind and supportive mentor and colleague, a true gentleman of great integrity, and an untiring contributor to his community. He left a lasting legacy and will be long remembered by those of us whose lives he touched.
Jim's family has requested that donations in his memory be directed to Archbold Biological Station, 123 Main Drive, Venus, FL 33960 or Good Shepherd Hospice, 1110 Hammock Road, Sebring, FL 33870. 
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